Fsul, Dick, Gary, Howard 


3/12/70 


In tile probable event it escaped notice in your area, I did file the 
first suit agBinst the government yesterday. It is vs Justice snd State Bud's 
secretary is mailing each of you s copy of it add tiie accompanying press release. 

I spent much of tue day before making preparations, including arranging 
a rress conference ana backgrounding. All indications were or 8 favorable press 
reaction, including electronic. However? only three reporters fehowefl up, UPI’s, 

Wash. Host's end the man from tie Nashville 'Tennessean. I have seen none of their 
stories yet, but I know UFI had s short one on the wire from reactions to it that 
have reached me, including a lurid phone cell from Renfro Hays, from Memphis. He 
is eousl to being Stoner’s investigatory which he isn't. Unbelieveable crsp. Some 
of it obviously impossible. None of it. credible. Where he went outside the facts of 
the esse, 1 have no wey <5f knowing, as with Cenale , who He says has just had his 
second nervous breakdown. 

In one case, of a local TV station, tney did not use this because of the 
■drams and staff requirements of the Hap Brown bombings. Aside from xhe realities 
that kept them running, t ^ere were the customary ABI tidbits, the one that caused 
the immediate cinflict wit a me being tue BBI tip that two pa.tsy's were set up to 
make, it seem like 3rown nad been killed, trie obvious inference being to cover his 
running awey. If he doesn’t now, he’s nuts. However, this kind of explanation cannot 
cover all. In addition to the fsirly large number I spoke to, UPI had it on their 
notification wire, which every paper and correspondent gets. None I hadn’t spoken to 
attended or paoned. With the Agnew -Mitchell backdrop, this is about as thorough- 
going a self indictment as even our own great press can fashion. No blacx interest. 

There may be some in-depth treatment. The ’Wall Street '’ournal held out 
such a prospect. And there sney be interest of s foundation to sponsor investigative 
magszine reporting, to which I’d spoken two months earlier. 

If you knew what I have in tnis ease, you’d better understand the 
magnitude of the press abdication, for the sgencies involved have already proved, 
in writing, that "they are lying, esp. Justice. And the total disappearance of all 
tne proceedings in the public trial of a citizen, contrived by "Justice”? That 
should go unnoticed, without interest? I think you'll find this is not in the UPI 
story, which is angled at Ray's guilt/ innocence. 

Some of your sre partially aware of certain efforts I have been making, 
of contacts and how I have been working them. They have moved forward considerably. 

At the moment I can say nothing, for they ceh. also blow apart. . .Bud's recent trip 
vies quite successful. The preparations I had made for it went off as scheduled, and 
his account of the conference he had is tuat it was better than he had considered 
possible, though it remains preliminary. I await hearing further from my favorite 
baddie, whose ohone had been disconnected when I tried to reach him last night. 

This entire matter is supremely ticklish, epproaches the impossible, but if I believed 
it were I’d not be spending time on it. 


Bud was great on tns suit, doing more than necessary and letting other 
things (for which ne is paid) go to do it. If there is further or significant 
reaction, I’ll let you know, '’le'll have to wait and see what the effects are. If 
these were reasonable, rational people. I’d anticipate less dishonesty, at least less 
blatant crookedness. In the future. But tney are not. 

Sincerely, 


H® 



